Review of Exhibitions

Alain Kl Commanadment, 1878, 26 ireestandng mpeces of forged ron, each 14% nches higho Bt Sonnabend. Ludweg Colaction

NEW YORK

Alain Kirili
at Sonnabend

Sculptor Alain Kirli has written well on
uniashionable art. Conternporary Franch
concems arg evident in his making art a
camer of reigous and personal mean-
ings, his explorng the psychological ma-
frix of a work, his strong claim for the
craflsman's fouch and sgn, His own
work is nourished by his study of French
psychologist Jacques Lacan and struc-
lured by his eccenthc knowledge of his-
tory. He appreciates the ssgnificant and
ey axpressne in handiorafl traditions. Of
blacksmithing he has written, "It is the
pulsation of handmade merks on the sur-
face that slows the emergence of the

ariist's subconscious.”

Kirili recantly exhibiled bwo related
groups of meces, Verdcals | fo V and
Commandmend. The verficals wera Come
prised of a single, erec! piece of two-
mch-square or larger bar stock about
wight fest long, beanng several mechan-
cal forgng marks of varying direction
dapth and orantation at thea upper and
The bottom of each shatt was twisted 45
degreas Irom the rest ol the shall and
wedded fo the center of a two-slement
basa, the parts of whech generaly shipped
past each other Bke shuffing fest. The
dark surface was both sireightiorward
and mysterious. These sculpluras con-
nected to the French myth of the forge
Furnaces and lorges are mythec places
wilh theair fransforming haat. Thouwgh their
fight is demonic, their use s benign

Commandment louched on the con-

struction, differanfiation and manpulation
of =gns I was a nominaly systematic
group of 25 sgual, welded sleal pieces
covering an area of the floor about tan
feet squara. The parts seemed 10 pene-
frate the foor. A few of the sculptures
wara found tooings lor a machine or
drop hammer—ike that used n power
lorging the Varlicals-—and many ol his
other elements could be 3o used, Most
had a stem of base &l hwo-inch-square
bar stock about eight nchas long, cham-
fered al fhe baottom, though in somea i
was thicker or shorter. Almost al the
peces were quadriateraly symmetncal
a couple weren'l; hall the parts incorpo-
rated a rcund element, with only two
Lraing the same diameter rod. Mary of he
scuiplures were self-enclosing, but others
WENE ODER, expanshe

The occcuped area of floor fell set

apart, consecrated Though the peaces
ware easy fo wak betwesn, you could
find o night path, aas or pont of wew
Each element held & localion. A umque
torm, looking lke the peaked rool of a
buitding or shnne, stood al the centar of
this sugoestive alphabel, a8 snge fal
plate, lke a tablel, secured one comer
The boolness, the gulf construction, and
the theck surlace kepl the work phys-
cal

The tite Commandment relers 1o tha
Ten Commandments of Mosss, and
beyond to the 613 of the Torah
descriing a nght kacus of conduct. Kirliis
mterasted in the ranscandantal—the ax-
hibdtion announcement bore the letters
"AMDG"—Ad Maprem Del Gloriam,
"To the Greater Glory of God'"—and
what he has done in thes installation is st
up somsthing that becomes ineffable at
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