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Jaohn Mclntosh
at the Corcoran
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Maria Nordman on
Washington Boulevard
mmmmmm
ral light installations—generally tem-
porary—for nine years. Her touch with
light is sure. when she reaches for an
sfloct she secures it Though sublle
mumnmnl her wark is not tm-
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tative In har pieces you see a voluma
or sihuation alresh, and can examine
your seeing as thowgh il were not par!
of you She has moved lrom using
specially constructed rooms  and
grayish or subdued ight 10 exsting
spaces and bright-seeming light—
from buiding things to framing things

This summer she had a piece al
12839 Washingion Boulevard in Cul-
ver City, a neglected area of Los An-
geles, Washington Boulevard is used
as a throughway o the beach You
don'l usualy stop or walk along if, Her
installation shared a battered stucco
storelfront with an awning manulaciur-
er  The accompanying Busiralion
would be truet to expenence if if
showed several cars whazzing pasi
and Ihe sidewalk deserled. The
space was open gabery hours lrom
mid-May o md-Jung. At othar imes
{the piece remamned in existence
through mid-Saptember) the neces-
sary key could be gotten al a nearby
store

Walking by Nordman's space cold,
you wouldn't know how 1o gel i,
From the street her instaliation looked
ke g modish slore or gallery prapar-
ing 1o opan. A new, alummum-framed
glass wall was sel aboul len leel in
from the fronl of the buiding: a kght
gray concrate flogr inclned up toward
the glass; the side walls and ceding
ware sheetrocked and panted while.
Two nammow doors ware 5 m tha
center of (he glass, one was covered
with reflective film

Unlecking a door | walked inlo an
unmarked space aboul 15 leet deep
bty 11 wide by 10 high. Dots momen-
tardy foated in front of my ayes. A
narrow wall profrudged from either side
to demarcate a second room, longer
and slighlly narrowsar in this back zone
Ihe air was palpable, Be radiant white
smoke, like bad summer smag. Depth
was hard lo fix; the room fell cool,
wilh seemingly curved walls. | knew
the room was reclilinear but my eyes
wouldn't sea it that way, As my eyes
adjusted to the uniform semibrght-
nisg, the back wall became flal and
separate, ke a giant white painting,
and the upper unctures of wall and
ceding were discernible. Each surface
now appeared lo be a white or off-
white of differant value, with occasian-
al fugitive sensations making fhem
look pastel My perception ol the
space changed depending on Ihe
light outside, and changed il tha treal-
ed door were |left ajar instead of being
closed

When my eyes had adusied | be-
gan to hear sireel sounds agam, be-
gan fo come back to the neighbor-
hood WMy body relaxed. | had the
piece to mysell. The space lelt se-
cure, a personal turt from which |
could stare out wilhoul bang noticed
It was an urban cave, like a church
"ppen daly tor meditation, rest and
prayer,'’

Everyone does real estate n Cali-
farmia. The almost rich constantly dis-
place the almost poor The storelront
became avalable to Nordman be-
cause Joe Harkey, the tenant for 32
years, had moved his barber shop
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Maria Nardman Insiafaton at 12830 Washngton Boulevard, Los Angeles, Cahl_ 1879,

down the streal rather than pay a
more than doubled rent followeng the
sale af the budding. During Mordman's
instaliation (he budding was sold a
second time, and fhe rent s being
raiged for the next tenant

—Wade Saundars
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Ken Carpenter teaches art crlicism at
ok Uneveraity, Toronto Sally Eauw
clalre 15 writing a book of COMEMPSTany
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an arst lving 0 Seatbe Rane Al
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